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December 2009 Thanks to the Fairgrounds Conservation Area Sponsors

As the 2009 calendar year ends, the SWCD would like to publicly
thank the major sponsors who have contributed thousands of dollars to
the SWCD's Conservation Area. Over the past several years, significant
changes have been made to the Conservation Area. All of these
improvements have been funded by local donations. Local businesses
and organizations who have contributed at least $5,000 to the
Conservation Area Project are Delaware County Pheasants Forever,
Liebert Corporation, AEP Ohio, Delaware Rotary, Oberfield's, and
PPG Foundation.

Dozens of other individuals, businesses, and organizations have
been supportive in donating labor, services and supplies, or offering
supplies and equipment at reduced prices. We truly appreciate all of
your time and support services. Although we have not listed all of the
donors in this article, the
banner outside of the
learning center building at
the Conservation Area does

include all of the
donors.

Many people ask
if the Conservation
Area is used for
anything other than
the county fair and
the answer is YES.
This site was
developed for the
SWCD and other
organizations as a

location to host educational seminars and workshops. In
2009, the Conservation Area hosted five conservation
workshops and the SWCD annual meeting.  In addition,
812 school students used the site to learn more about our
conserving our natural resources. Remember SOIL +
WATER = LIFE. Educational seminars have all been
planned and delivered to help people of all ages learn to
use and enjoy our soil and water resources wisely.
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CHOCOLATE CASHEW CLUSTERS

Ingredients:
16 Oz. White Baking Chocolate
7 Oz. Milk Chocolate, chopped
7 Oz. Bittersweet Chocolate, chopped
4 Cups Salted Cashews
3/4 Cup English Toffee Bits

Submitted by Sue Cunningham,
SWCD Board of Supervisors Member

Directions:

In a large, heavy saucepan over low
heat, cook and stir the chocolates
until well melted.  Remove from the
heat.  Stir in cashews and toffee
bits.  Drop by tablespoonfuls onto
waxed paper.  Refrigerate for 10-
15 minutes or until well-set.  Store
in airtight container.

STORMWATER EXPO COMING SOON

The 8th Annual Central Ohio Stormwater and Erosion Control Expo will be held on March 11, 2010,
at the Longaberger Alumni House on the OSU Campus in Columbus.  This special event is hosted by
the Soil and Water Conservation Districts of central Ohio, MORPC Greenways, and Heart of Ohio
RC&D Council.  The conference topics have been planned to interest engineers, designers, storm
water managers, developers, and municipal planners.  These programs are designed for those who
want to know more about incorporating green infrastructure design concepts into their projects to
improve water quality.  The conference will also offer CEUs for registered attendees upon request.

The keynote spaker will be Mr. Christopher Estes, President of Estes Design, Inc. an environmental
design and consulting firm based in North Carolina that specializes in low impact development,
stormwater quality, and evironmental regulatory services.  His current research in on stormwater
infiltration rates into clay soils.  He will present case studies from the North Carolina Piedmont
area.

To exhibit or sponsor at the Expo, please contact Martha Gilson or Dave Reutter at the Franklin
SWCD, (614) 486-9613.  More info on the conference is available at www.franklinswcd.org .

SWCD CALENDAR

Dec.
12/15 SWCD Board Mtg., 8:00 PM

12/17
Upper Big Walnut Creek Watershed 
Partnership Mtg.

12/24
Christmas Eve - OFFICE CLOSED 
PM

12/25 Christmas Day - OFFICE CLOSED

12/31
New Year's Eve - OFFICE CLOSED 
PM

Jan.

1/1 New Year's Day - OFFICE CLOSED

1/13
Olentangy Watershed Alliance mtg., 
7:00 PM

1/18
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day - 
OFFICE CLOSED

1/19 SWCD Board Mtg., 8:00 PM

For more info on these events, please call the 
District Office, (740) 368-1921, or visit 
www.delawareswcd.org.
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THE

Delaware SWCD Mission
To provide progressive leadership, support, and assistance to the public through grassroots programs that promote

natural resources conservation and stewardship.
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CRP May Be a Viable Alternative to Farming Less Productive Areas

Enrollments in the Conservation Reserve Program under continuous CRP or CREP
(Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program) are viable alternatives to farming on less productive
cropland.  These unproductive areas may be better suited for a CRP practice that can restore wetland
areas, control erosion, create upland bird grass habitat, or filter pollutants from entering streams.

Annual income on these acres may be equivalent to cash rental rates over the past 3 years.
Some practices have been known to pay as much as $200/acre when incentive payments are included.
CRP annual payments are guaranteed income for 10-15 years despite slumps in the commodity markets
and adverse weather conditions that may result in poor crops.  Now is the time to inspect your fields
that are not generating income every year.  Before you make preparations for next year, you may want
to visit the FSA and/or NRCS offices to discuss conservation programs and practices that would be
specifically tailored to your farm.  In a time where economic decisions are as important as higher
yields in insuring a profitable farming operation, conservation practices under CRP programs may fit
into your budget plan.

For more information on CRP and other conservation programs, contact Patty at the FSA
office, (740) 363-3671.

PLANNING AHEAD CAN HELP EASE WINTER MANURE MANAGEMENT CONCERNS

Protecting water quality would be a lot easier if producers never needed to apply manure when
fields are frozen or covered with snow.  The fact is, however, some producers don’t have enough
storage capacity to get through the winter.  Sometimes, even producers with storage facilities need to
apply manure in the winter because wet fall weather like we have experienced this year can delay
application.  Unfortunately, uncooperative fall and winter weather increases risk of pollution especially
when manure is applied on frozen and snow covered fields.  Last winter, a quick thaw following significant
snow accumulation led to a rash of pollution complaints in some areas of the state.  To help avoid these
situations, steps should be taken now before winter to avoid being in a position of having to apply
manure during the wintertime.

How much storage is need to get you through the winter?  One of the best ways to minimize risk
is to take stock now and determine how storage is needed to get from the end of December to the
middle of March so that winter application can be avoided all together.  If land and resources aren’t
available this fall to empty the manure storage facility, drawing down the manure storage to a level
that allows  manure to be safely stored during the winter months is the next best option.

If draw down or completely emptying is not an option, consider transporting manure to under-
utilized storage facilities in the area.  While transporting manure increases cost, it may be well worth
the extra investment if nutrient losses can be avoided by not having to apply manure during the winter.
Other considerations for doing this include avoiding the risk of polluting surface water, potential fish
kills if runoff occurs, and costly enforcement and clean up in some situations when manure reaches
streams.  If there are no other storage facilities in your area, some municipal wastewater treatment
facilities may also be able to take a certain amount of manure for a short period of time.

While not recommended, if manure is applied on frozen or snow-covered land, be sure that
USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) Practice Standards are followed.  The NRCS
standard for applying manure on frozen and snow-covered soil includes six specific criteria and all six
must be followed to comply with the standard.  The requirements include a 200-foot setback from
waterways and streams, at leat 90% surface residue cover, and specific application rate limits depending
on manure moisture content.  Manure should not be applied on more than 20 contiguous acres and
additional criteria apply for fields with slopes greater than six percent.

With winter approaching, there is still time to make plans and management decisions that can
help you better manage manure and risk.  For more information and assistance, contact the SWCD/
NRCS office at (740) 368-1921.

ARE YOU USING THE CORRECT AMOUNT OF LAWN FERTILIZER?

When was the last time you had your lawn tested for fertility? Many times after a couple
years of lawn fertilizer application, your soil fertility rates may have been restored to an optimal
range. Save your money. Don't over-apply lawn fertilizer.

Over-application of lawn fertilizer can be as detrimental as a nutrient deficiency. Most of
the fertilizers applied to lawns have the potential to cause undesirable conditions. As an example,
when too much nitrogen fertilizer is applied, it promotes an excessive growth of grass. It is undesirable
from both the standpoint of increased mowing requirements and because grass hardiness and health
may be reduced. In addition, when a large amount of nitrogen is applied during spring, the incidence
of disease may be increased and tolerance to heat and drought can be reduced. Lime should be
applied only when a soil test indicates a need for it. Excessive amounts of lime in the soil may be
detrimental to the production of good turf. Liming will not reduce the need for fertilizing. The
presence of moss in the lawn does not necessarily indicate a need for lime.

Ohio State University research has shown that fall (August or September) and late fall
(October, November or December) fertilization is a very desirable option for Ohio home lawns. Fall
fertilization (especially nitrogen application) is reported to enhance winter turf color, quicken
spring green-up, reduce lawn disease problems, and improve grass hardiness during the summer months.
It will also reduce the amount of spring and summer nitrogen required to maintain a healthy, green
lawn. Some fertilizer may be needed during the spring and summer, however, over-application of
fertilizer at these times can cause disease and other problems and result in "summer lawn nightmares."

AGRICULTURAL SCHOLARSHIP OFFERED

Applications are being accepted for the Delaware Soil and
Water Conservation District Dick O'Keefe Memorial
Scholarship.  This $500.00 scholarship will be awarded to
a qualified student graduating from high school in 2010.

Applicant Criteria

1. Applicant must be a Delaware County resident, or
have graduated or be graduating from one of the Delaware
County public or private high schools.

2. At the time of application, the applicant must have
achieved at least a 2.5 grade average on a 4.0 scale.

3. Applicant must be entering her/his freshman year
as a full-time student at a two or four-year accredited
college, technical school or university.

4. Applicant must be pursuing a degree in Agriculture.

Applications are available on-line at www.delawareswcd.org,
in high school guidance offices, and at the Delaware Soil
and Water Conservation District office, 557-A Sunbury
Road, Delaware, Ohio 43015-8656.  Call the SWCD for
more information at 740/368-1921.  Completed
applications must be received by the SWCD office by
Wednesday, April 15, 2010.

SWCD Names New GIS Coordinator

The Delaware SWCD has selected a
familiar face to replace departing GIS/
IT Coordinator Liz Mather.  Bret Bacon,
a Resource Conservation Program
Assistant with the District since 1999,
has assumed the duties of GIS/IT
Coordinator effective November 13.
Any GIS-related requests should now
be directed to Bret.  The Distirct Board
of Supervisors and staff would like to
wish Liz good luck in her future

2010 Tree & Wildlife
Products Sale

Look for information on the
2010 Delaware SWCD Tree &
Wildlife Products Sale in the

January issue of The
Conservationist.


