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(" January 2007 -\ Equine Environmental & Liability Awareness Workshop
IN THIS ISSUE Helping horse farms of all sizes better manage environmental and
liability issues is the ultimate goal of the Equine Environmental &
$PAGE 2 Liability Awareness workshop being co-hosted by the Delaware SWCD
FSA Update and the Delaware County Farm Bureau on Saturday, January 20, 2007
NRCS Notes from 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM at All Occasions Catering in Waldo, OH.
The program'’s curriculum focuses on key issues that are critically
$PAGE 3 important to the success of an equine operation developing and
Timber Workshop implementing practices that are economically viable, environmentally
Special EQIP Signup friendly and socially
acceptable. Specific topics
$PAGE 4 . Than will bep addreszed EWCD CAI}END?hR = T
Supervisor Election Results dur'ing the training session or more inio on these events, please call the
Conservation Farmers include protecting water District Office, (740) 368-1921.
Something Good To Eat quality, manure and nutrient
management, pasture [J20 ,
\_ _/ management, facility design, |11 New Years Day - OFFICE
conservation practices, CLOSED
neighbor relations, 1/10 Friends of Lower Olentangy Mtg.
regulatory compliance, and Ohio’s equine liability law.  |1/10 Olentangy Watershed Alliance
Manure on horse farms is typically handled and Mtg. :
stored very differently than other livestock farms. |1/15 Martin Luther King, Jr. Day -
Additionally, many horse farms do not have a direct link OFFICE CLOSED
to cropland like other livestock farms, nor do they usually |1/16 SWCD Board Mtg. _
have adequate forage resources. It is very important to |1/20 Equine Envronmental & Liability
recoghize these and other unique challenges, and become Awareness Workshop
acquainted with management practices that can help
address natural resources concerns and potential liability [E€b. :
issues. This comprehensive education and awareness |2/7 Friends of Lower Olentangy Mtg.
program will help to do exactly that. o114 Olentangy Watershed Alliance
There is no registration fee for the workshop, but Mtg.
reservations are required. To make a reservation, or |51q Presidents’ Day - OFFICE
for additional information about the program, contact CLOSED
Bret Bacon at Delaware SWCD, (740) 368-1921, ext. 4. |2/20 SWCD Board Mtg.
The registration deadline is Friday, January 12, 2007.
Walk-ins will only be accepted if space is available. Mar.
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promote natural resources conservation and stewardship.
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FSA Notes
by Don Henry, County Executive Director

The Northern Bobwhite Quail Habitat Initiative

Since the blizzard of 1977, the call of the bobwhite has been silent in all but a few Ohio
counties. Since 1980, the bobwhite 8uail populations have declined from an estimated 59 million
birds to about 20 million birds in 1999. The habitats are disappearing due fo urbanization, loss of
native grasslands, intensive agriculture and a transitioning of once grassy fields into forests. All
counties in Ohio are eligible for the CRP Northern Bobwhite Quail Habitat Initiative.

The habitat buffers for upland birds practice, commonly called practice CP33, is a border of
native grasses and forbs placed between the edge of the field and the crop. The border can be
between 30 and 120 ft. wide. Farmers find this practice particularly economically advantageous
under field fence rows, around woods & for squaring of f fields.

Presently, producers will receive annual rental payments for the length of the contract,
maintenance incentive payments and cost-share assistance of up to 50 percent of the eligible practice
cost to establish CP33 cover. Additionally, FSA provides producers with a signing incentive parmemL
of UB to $100 per acre, and a practice incentive payment of up to 40 percent of the e i_clqible
establishment cost. The purpose of this practice is to provide food and cover for bobwhite quail and
other upland birds in cropland areas. Also, the practice will reduce soil erosion from wind and
water, improve soil and water quality and protect and enhance the on-farm ecosystem. The program
will onlz alyf\lly to land around field edges of eligible cropland.

RP Northern Bobwhite Quail Habitat Ihitiative sign-up continues at the Delaware County
FSA office. The program will run on a continuous basis, meanin%eligible land may be enrolled at any
time until 14,200 acres have been enrolled in Ohio, or Dec. 31, 2007, whichever comes first. Currently,
Ohio has enrolled 10,232.4 acres in the program.

If you are interested in restoring the Bobwhite Quail habitat on your land or wish to learn
more about the CRP Northern Bobwhite Quail Habitat Initiative, stop by the Delaware County FSA
office or call Patty for an appointment at 740-363-3671. More information is available on FSA's

website at: www.fsa.usda.gov.

Farmers May Apply Now for Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP)

The application period for the Environmental Quality Incentives Program, administered by
NRCS, is now active in Ohio. Farmers with natural resource concerns on their agricultural land can
apply for both technical and financial assistance through EQIP to address their concerns. EQIP
provides farmers with incentive payments for conservation activities that help limit soil erosion,
improve water and air quality, and protect wildlife habitat.

Itiscritical that producers interested in applying for EQIP visit the NRCS office as soon as
possible to start the application process. Funds will be distributed to counties to address applications
that deal with the most significant resource concerns and the pollution of waters of the state.
Animal waste management practices, including manure storage structures, compost facilities, and
waste storage lagoons will receive incentive payments of up o 65%. All other structural practices
will receive incentive payments of 50% of the average cost of the practice. Limited resource
farmers may be eligible to receive incentive payments of 90% for the first $5000 of the contract.

Farmers interested in submitting an application for EQIP should call Tom Edwards at (740)
368-1921, ext. 102 to set up an appointment.
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TIMBER MARKETING & LANDOWNER EDUCATION CLINICS SCHEDULED

Individuals interested in learning more about the many aspects of timber production, marketing
and harvest are encouraged to consider participating in one of three upcoming timber marketing and
landowner education seminars made possible as a result of a partnership between the Ohio Farm
Bureau Federation (OFBF) and Ohio Forestry Association (OF A).

The seminars will be held Feb. 3 at Der Dutchman, Walnut Creek; Feb. 17 at Christopher Inn,
Chillicothe; and Mar. 3 at the Findlay Inn, Findlay. Each seminar will begin with registration at
8:45 a.m. with the program getting underway at 9:15 a.m. and adjourning around 4:00 p.m.

Speakers from the Ohio Dept. of Natural Resources-Div. of Forestry, Ohio State University
Extension, Society of Consulting Foresters, OFBF, and OF A will lead discussions and presentations
at each seminar on the following topics: the timber marketing process, Best Management Practices
(BMPs), the basics of timber sale contracts, taxes and timber sales, current agricultural use valuation
(CAUV), zoning, resources for assistance and the Ohio forest tax law. Each seminar will conclude
with a panel discussion featuring all of the presenters.

Advance registration is required. Registration fee is $30 for members of the OFBF or OFA,
and $45 per person for non-members. The registration fee includes lunch, snacks, speakers' fees
(where applicable), and educational/informational literature (brochures, handouts, etc.) distributed
at each seminar.

To obtain a registration form for any of the three seminars, contact the Farm Bureau, the
SWCD office, or OSU Extension, or forms can be downloaded from the OFBF website at www.ofbf.org.

2007 TREE SALE
ORDER FORMS & INFORMATION WILL BE MAILED IN EARLY JANUARY

SIGN UP FOR UPPER BIG WALNUT CREEK SPECIAL EQIP NOW!

A new Special EQIP Project focusing on Precision Nutrient Management has been set up for
the Upper Big Walnut Creek watershed. Highlights of the project include developing and implementing
a conservation program using Nutrient Management System based using grid soil sampling; Soil Loss
control; Pest Management on corn; Vegetated Buffer Systems with filter strips; Waste Utilization
System onall livestock farms; and/or other New or Enhanced Practices.

Applications for the current funding cycle
of the new Special EQIP for the Upper Big
Walnut Creek watershed should be submitted y
before February 28, 2007.

"It is critical that producers interested
in applying for this Special EQIP visit their
local NRCS office (Upper Big Walnut Creek
parts of Delaware, Morrow, Knox, Licking, and
Franklin counties) as soon as possible to start
the application process, " says Tom Edwards,
District Conservationist.

Watch for more information posted on the
Ohio NRCS State Office website aft
www.oh.nrcs.usda.gov and visit the Delaware |
NRCS Field Office today for more information.




